Biblical Revival

Biblical Revival 1, Nehemiah’s Confession

The prophet Nehemiah (440’s BC) understood revival better than most do today, and
he modeled the heartfelt confession that God can use to initiate it. Consider:
“let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is
praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess
the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed
against you. / We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the
commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.” NIV

Let’s apply Nehemiah’s confession (1:6-7) to how we have significantly dismissed the
Lordship claims of Christ upon those who declare themselves to be His disciples. And
along with confessing our own sins it is appropriate for us to confess (acknowledge)
the sins of our community because of the culture and the standards it sets for us, which
many perpetuate today.
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We can then move from that broad sweep to our denomination and/or local fellowship,
and zero in on our own walk with Jesus.

Nehemiah’s confession was the beginning of a mighty work of God in Israel. It was
part of the longer Nehemiah 1:4-11 prayer of calling upon God and was the first step
in the process of returning to Jerusalem and rebuilding the city. What happened here
is instructive for us.

More to come!
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