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Why am I so sure that troubles and their suffering are coming to America? It’s because we 

need them and God is faithful to send what we need. 

 

Only the ignorant or arrogant could think that the church in America is even close to being 

the bride of Ephesians 5:26-27 https://biblia.com/bible/niv/ephesians/5/26-27 that Jesus is 

coming for. And at this point nothing less than the trials of James 1:2-4 can set us free from 

the bondage to love for the world that we have so enthusiastically embraced. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/james/1/2-4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I wrote just yesterday – please read Hebrews 10:32 – 11:40 and see what enabled the 

saints of old to remain faithful to God and to each other in times of suffering. We have that 

model of the early Church to show us the way, and some of us have the example of our 

Anabaptist forefathers. 

 

Chapter 12, GROWTH THROUGH HARDSHIPS in the MORE LIKE JESUS workbook, 

speaks of the benefits of suffering and gives many related scriptures. We need it, and it’s 

free! https://john2031.com/books/mlj/main.html  

 

To repeat another recent post, please read HASTENING HIS RETURN, written in 1999 and 

more relevant now than ever. https://john2031.com/prophetic_9-11/pro2.pdf And finally, 

you will find perspective and help in THE COSMIC BATTLE AND THE AMERICAN 

CHRISTIAN, at https://john2031.com/books/tcb/main.html (Download all of these, free) 

 

Are you prepared to lose much of what you consider precious in this world in order to gain 

heavenly treasure? I’m speaking of freedom, possessions, privacy, comfort, some friendships 

and maybe even your life. Are you prepared to share all you have with those in need, either 

voluntarily or otherwise? A II Corinthians 4:17-18 perspective changes everything! 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv2011/2-corinthians/4/17-18  

 

Church, we have work to do! The time is short – one day shorter than yesterday was and 

2000 years shorter than when Jesus said “Yes, I am coming soon.” (Revelation 22:20) 

 

Ken Stoltzfus 

Kidron, Ohio USA 
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